
The curators explained to us 

that all restorations must be 

fully documented.  They never 

misrepresent their òfixesó as 

original.  Everything must also 

be reversible.  If a composite 

material is used to fill in a void 

there must be a barrier layer, 

such as hide glue, put down first 

to keep the composite from 
permanently bonding to the 

wood.  To the casual observer 

their òfixesó are invisible. 

The conservation labs partici-

pate in a 3 year masterõs degree 

program with the University of 

Delaware.  There were a num-

ber of students at work while 

we visited.  They also have a 

number of volunteer workers 

throughout the entire estate.  It 

was hard to tell who was staff 

and who were volunteers. 
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A group of 14 guild members plus 

a guest visited Winterthur Museum 

and took their Conservation Tour 

package.  The cost was $37 a per-

son and included a garden tram 

ride, introductory tour of the main 

house and the conservation labs 

tour in the afternoon.  It really was 

a delightful time and I would rec-

ommend it to anyone who has not 

been through it. 

The garden tour featured a 30 

minute, open air tram ride through 

their 60 acre naturalistic gardens.  

In bloom were an assortment of 

azaleas, rhododendrons, Red Bud 

trees and a host of other fauna on 

the forest floor.  The trees that 

stood out the most were the tall 

Tulip Poplars.  However, a more 

careful examination revealed Hem-

lock, Maples, Oaks, Red Buds, and 

all sorts of Pine trees.  We had to 

ask how many board foot they 

estimated in the garden. 

The house tour took us through 

the 5th and 6th floors of the man-

sion.  The mansion contains 175 

rooms and our guide described 

Mr. DuPontõs motivation in 

building the house and amass-

ing a phenomenal collection of 

antiques.  We asked our guide 

for an estimate of  the net 

worth of the collection.  She 

said the guides and employees 

are told òitõs more than the 

museum can afford to insure;ó 

hence, òthe need for all of the 

securityó. 

The conservation tour took us 

to another 7 story building that 

was connected by a corridor to 

the main house.  We toured 

labs on the 5th and 6th floors.  

We toured the furniture, paint-

ing, textile, paper, photo-

graphic, metallic restoration, 

and analytical labs.  Conserva-

tors were available to discuss 

their restoration projects  On 

one of the benches in the furni-

ture lab was the case to a mid-

18th century grandfather clock.  

The case was being readied for 

an event showing later in the 

year.  The clock cost the mu-

seum 1.68 million dollars òas 

isó.   

Conservation Tour at Winterthur Museum  

April Meeting Highlights  

Our guest presenters this month were 4 members  

of the Research and Development / Marketing 

group at DeWalt.  They visit groups like ours to 

help them develop better tools for woodworkers, 

both professional and hobbyist.  They ask for our 

opinions about prototype jigs and tools.  They espe-

cially need to know whether they are useful and 

priced right.  They consider ergonomics, power, 

size, materials of construction, accuracy, durability 

and price when designing tools.  This year the tools 
theyõve been working on and highlighted are: 3 blade 

- 2 speed planer, tablesaw fence that is designed to 

be an improvement over the Biesemeyer, hand 

power sander, and router tables. 

Since these tools are still in the development 

stages and have no patent protection they asked 

us to sign non-disclosure agreements, hence no 

pictures.  In return they have always been a very 

generous guest.  They brought with them gifts to 

raffle.  The winners were: 

Charlie GivenñRouter 

JD McCormick & David WebberñSanders 

Tony Knisley & Andy OlivierñPlate Joiners 
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A corner of the museum house taken during garden tour 
                       Our group 

            Azaleas in bloom    Some of our group in the Conservatory with our tour guide 

              From the Maple Room 


