
  

using his #7 (or #8) joiner.  A 

parallel scribe line was added 

for the opposite edge which he 

planed in order to have a con-

sistent board width.  He also 

squared up the end grains even 

though most people eventually 

trim board lengths to fit their 
needs after they prepare the 

boardõs surface.   

Finally, he determined his de-

sired board thickness and set a 

scribe line along all four edges 

equal to this depth.  The board 

was then returned to the bench 

where he used the joiner plane 

to surface the final side down to 

this line. 

 

Pictures on page 2 

Matt came well prepared to dem-

onstrate how to surface rough 

lumber.  He brought with him a 

good selection of planes, story 

sticks, scribes, jigs, shooting board 

and bench.  He emphasized how 

important it was to fit bench height 

to the individual in order to effec-

tively use each plane without wear-

ing the individual out in the proc-

ess. 

Matt demonstrated using a piece of 

6/4 Mahogany, approximately 8ó x 

14ó.  He examined the wood to 

see whether it was cupped, 

twisted, or bowed and which way 

the grain flowed.  After deciding it 

was cupped with a slight twist the 

plan was to place it on the bench 

cup face up to remove the high 

edges down to the thickness of the 

center.  

He first took a few swipes at the 

boardõs far edge with a bevel cut. 

Continuing with a jack plane he 

worked across the grain to 

knock down the high edges.  

The bevel cut on the far edge 

prevents tearout at the end of 

each cut. 

A pair of story sticks identified 

the areas that needed to be 

worked on.  By putting one 

stick across each end of the 

board a line of site was estab-
lished that easily identified 

whether the board was flat or 

not.  Along with the story 

sticks he flipped the wood over 

often to see if it  sat flat on the 

bench surface without rocking.  

He continued this planning / 

checking routine for about 10 

minutes.  When he was satis-

fied with the result a few quick 

passes with the smoothing 

plane made the surface clean of 

tool marks. 

Next, one edge was squared 

against the freshly surfaced side 
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End of summer picnic  

As you may know, the pavilion we had used in the past is no longer available and thus we missed having a 

picnic the last few years.  This year Jim Kirkbride has graciously offered to host the event at his beach 

house in Pickering Beach near Dover.  There is plenty of room for us all, so bring the family and friends.   

 
The Guild will supply the burgers, hotdogs, drinks, rolls and paper goods.  We are asking for attending 

families to bring a side dish to share.  A sign up sheet will be passed around the next two meetings to get 

a head count and idea of what side dishes will be brought. 

 

Directions to the beach house will be sent in a separate email to all guild members and friends. 

 

Date: September 25th (4th Saturday) 

 

Time: Noon to 3:00 PM  
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 Matt unveils the tools used to surface rough lumber. 

Chamferring an edge Jack plane across the grain to shave off the high areas 

Using story sticks to check for flatness Squaring an edge 


